Minutes of the WCRP Strategic Support Unit meeting

about the Anthropogenic Climate Change (ACC) actions

Paris, France

September 12, 2007

Participants: 

P. Braconnot

J.L. Dufresne

H. Le Treut

C. Michaut

1. What should be the objectives and actions of the WCRP Strategic Support Unit?

The WCRP Strategic Support Unit at IPSL is a small structure, which should have a clear and focused role, seeking to facilitate ACC actions and visibility within WCRP. The WCRP Strategic Support Unit should not overlap or compete with established WCRP projects, but offer support for actions defined by the JSC or the JSC/ACC Task Team. 

More specifically the WCRP Strategic Support Unit could take in charge two kinds of activities:

· A support for the organization of targeted ACC workshops, with a maximum of two meetings per year. 

A few examples were evoked: the regional systems in a long term perspective; the link between the observations and the modeling on specific subjects, etc... 

It should be the responsibility of the ACC Task Team to identify the themes of the workshops. The WCRP Strategic Support Unit may have some flexibility in deciding which of the selected workshops it can best or first support. It could help in the organization and in providing the follow-up. When useful, scientists of the Support Unit could be part of the Scientific Organizing Committee (SOC) of the workshops.

· An information role for webpage, flyers, reports. 
All WCRP programmes have a component related to ACC but the link between them is not always clearly apparent. An ACC website is already available (http://wcrp.ipsl.jussieu.fr/SF_ACC.html) and it should evolve and be improved in the future to reflect cross-activities in WCRP concerning ACC.
A few examples evoked: Soil problems, for example, are largely covered by GEWEX in terms of hydrology, model studies of feedbacks but it is hard to find in the existing documentation the linkage with relevant IGBP programmes. .It would be important and useful to link the part concerning the soil retroaction in the climatic models to the part concerning the hydrology. In summary we should find a presentation that emphasizes both internal (inter-programme) links and potential relevance for the ESSP, IPCC, IGBP, …

The task of the WCRP Strategic Support Unit would be to help in gathering and promoting the information on different supports (web, reports, flyers…), depending on guidance and advice provided by the ACC Task Team.

2. Who could be involved in an IPSL-based WCRP ACC Support Unit  ?

A few volunteers are identified:

Pascale Braconnot (Pascale.Braconnot@cea.fr)
Jean-Louis Dufresne (Jean-Louis.Dufresne@lmd.jussieu.fr)

Eric Guilyardi (eric.guilyardi@cea.fr)

Hervé Le Treut (letreut@lmd.ens.fr)
Catherine Michaut (catherine.michaut@ipsl.jussieu.fr). Technical and administrative support

Serge Planton (Serge.PLANTON@meteo.fr). Not contacted yet.

Catherine is the only full-time and dedicated person, at least in a foreseeable future, which obviously sets limits to an ACC action
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